
  

Welcome to St. Paulõs Episcopal Church.  We continue to hear Jesusõ discourse on the bread of life 
today.  Continuing last weekõs theme of Jesus himself as the source of nourishment for our new life 
in him, a further level of meaning is introduced. This was astounding to Jesusõ hearers (and would 
be to us if we were not already so used to it), for he is not simply speaking of a òspiritualó 
communion with him. He is speaking of his own flesh, his own life. He is the food of eternal life.  
As the prophet Nathan foretold after Davidõs adultery with Bathsheba, his family falls apart. A 
son of David rapes his own sister, setting the brothers at each otherõs throats. Then Davidõs son, 
Absalom, starts a rebellion against his father and almost wins. David still loves the young man  
and orders that his life be spared. His generals, however, kill Absalom. David grieves the death  
of his son and the great kingdom is never the same again. 
 
Todayõs reading from the Letter to the Ephesians continues from last weekõs discussion of our 
unity in the Spirit, to the new way of living which is the result of that unity, and to its deepest  
and most profound implication: namely, our new life is one identity, both as individuals and as a  
people, with Jesus himself. What he is, we are becoming. 
 
In the Eucharist we take the material things of this world and, in giving thanks over them, we  
offer them to be taken up into the life of God. And this is true also of our selves who are  
represented by the bread and wine. We are part of a people whose story goes back to the ancient 
Hebrews: a people who have at the center of our existence God calling us to be bearers of the 
divine presence in the world.  
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10:00 a.m., Holy Eucharist Rite II  
 
Please observe silence as we prepare ourselves for worship. 
  
Prelude 
There is a Balm in Gilead                            Spiritual 

arr.  Mark Hayes 
Announcements/Birthday & Anniversary Blessings/Peace  
The people sit.  
 
Transition  and Search Committee Prayer  (read in unison)  
 
Almighty God, giver of every good gift, look graciously on St. Paulõs and so hear the prayers of our 
parish family as we look to you for guidance during our transition period and search for a new Rec-
tor.  We pray that you will lead us to a faithful pastor, who will care for your people and equip us 
for our ministries.  Grant us perception, faithfulness and joy, so that we may hear your voice in all 
our deliberations.  Grant us also the desire and the ability to truly hear each other and those who 
will assist us through this process; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

The Liturgy of the Word  
 
Processional Hymn   (Please see page 2 in bulletin)                                        Hymnal 48  
Oõ Day of Radiant Gladness 
   
The Celebrant says 
Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People  And blessed be Godõs kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen. 
  
The Celebrant says the Collect for Purity 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 
you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Song of Praise        (Please see page 4 in the bulletin)                                       Hymnal S -280
                        Powell 
Collect for the Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost  
 
Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
People And also with you.  
 
Celebrant Together, let us pray.  
 
Grant to us, Lord, we pray, the spirit to think and do always those things that are right, that 
we, who cannot exist without you, may by you be enabled to live according to your will; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 
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First Reading           2 Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33 
     
A Reading from the Second Book of Samuel. 
  
The king, David, ordered Joab and Abishai and Ittai, saying, òDeal gently for my sake with the 
young man Absalom.ó And all the people heard when the king gave orders to all the command-
ers concerning Absalom. So the army went out into the field against Israel; and the battle was 
fought in the forest of Ephraim. The men of Israel were defeated there by the servants of David, 
and the slaughter there was great on that day, twenty thousand men. The battle spread over the 
face of all the country; and the forest claimed more victims that day than the sword. Absalom 
happened to meet the servants of David. 
 
Absalom was riding on his mule, and the mule went under the thick branches of a great oak. 
His head caught fast in the oak, and he was left hanging between heaven and earth, while the 
mule that was under him went on.  
 
And ten young men, Joabõs armor-bearers, surrounded Absalom and struck him, and killed 
him.  
 
Then the Cushite came; and the Cushite said, òGood tidings for my lord the king! For the Lord 
has vindicated you this day, delivering you from the power of all who rose up against you.ó 
The king said to the Cushite, òIs it well with the young man Absalom?ó The Cushite answered, 
òMay the enemies of my lord the king, and all who rise up to do you harm, be like that young 
man.ó 
 
The king was deeply moved, and went up to the chamber over the gate, and wept; and as he 
went, he said, òO my son Absalom, my son, my son Absalom! Would I had died instead of you, 
O Absalom, my son, my son!ó 
  
Reader  The Word of the Lord.  
People            Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 130 
 
De profundis 
 

1 Out of the depths have I called to you, O LORD; 
LORD, hear my voice; * 
let your ears consider well the voice of my supplication.  

2 If you, LORD, were to note what is done amiss, * 
O Lord, who could stand?  

3 For there is forgiveness with you; * 
therefore you shall be feared. 

4 I wait for the  LORD; my soul waits for him; *  
in his word is my hope.  
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5 My soul waits for the  LORD, 
more than watchmen for the morning, *  
more than watchmen for the morning.  

6 O Israel, wait for the LORD, * 
for with the  LORD there is mercy; 

7 With him there is plenteous redemption, *  
and he shall redeem Israel from all their sins. 

    
Second Reading                                                     Ephesians 4:25-5:2 
  
A Reading from Paulõs Letter to the Ephesians. 
  
Putting away falsehood, let all of us speak the truth to our neighbors, for we are members of one 
another. Be angry but do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, and do not make 
room for the devil. Thieves must give up stealing; rather let them labor and work honestly with 
their own hands, so as to have something to share with the needy. Let no evil talk come out of 
your mouths, but only what is useful for building up, as there is need, so that your words may 
give grace to those who hear. And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with which you were 
marked with a seal for the day of redemption. Put away from you all bitterness and wrath and 
anger and wrangling and slander, together with all malice, and be kind to one another, tender-
hearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ has forgiven you. Therefore be imitators of 
God, as beloved children, and live in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fra-
grant offering and sacrifice to God.  
  
Reader   The Word of the Lord.  
People            Thanks be to God. 
 
 The people stand as they are able. 
 
Sequence Hymn    (please see page 7)                                                                                    Hymnal 304 
I Come With Joy 
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Holy Gospel                                                                                                 John 6:35, 41-51 
  
Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.  
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
  
Jesus said, òI am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever be-
lieves in me will never be thirsty.ó 
 
Then the Jews began to complain about him because he said, òI am the bread that came down 
from heaven.ó They were saying, òIs not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother 
we know? How can he now say, ôI have come down from heavenõ?ó Jesus answered them, òDo 
not complain among yourselves. No one can come to me unless drawn by the Father who sent 
me; and I will raise that person up on the last day. It is written in the prophets, ôAnd they shall 
all be taught by God.õ Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father comes to me. Not 
that anyone has seen the Father except the one who is from God; he has seen the Father. Very 
truly, I tell you, whoever believes has eternal life. I am the bread of life. Your ancestors ate the 
manna in the wilderness, and they died. This is the bread that comes down from heaven, so that 
one may eat of it and not die. I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats 
of this bread will live forever; and the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.ó 
Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord.  
People            Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
   
Sermon                                                         The Rev. Mary P. Friel  
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Nicene Creed                WLP 769 
The people stand as they are able. Celebrant and People together sing, 
         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


