Welcome to
St . Paul

The Twelfth Sunday
after Pentecost

August 11, 2024

N

Wel come to St. Paul ds Episcopal Church. We cont

today. Continuing | ast weekds theme of Jesus hi
in him, a further | evel of meaning is introduced
be to us i f we were not already so used to it),

communion with him. He is speaking of his own flesh, his own life. He is the food of eternal life.

As the prophet Nathan foretold after Davidods adu
son of David rapes his own sister, setting the b
Absalom, starts a rebellion against his father and almost wins. David still loves the young man

and orders that his life be spared. His generals, however, kill Absalom. David grieves the death

of his son and the great kingdom is never the same again.

Todayds reading from the Letter to the Ephesians
unity in the Spirit, to the new way of living which is the result of that unity, and to its deepest

and most profound implication: namely, our new life is one identity, both as individuals and as a

people, with Jesus himself. What he is, we are becoming.

In the Eucharist we take the material things of this world and, in giving thanks over them, we

offer them to be taken up into the life of God. And this is true also of our selves who are
represented by the bread and wine. We are part of a people whose story goes back to the ancient
Hebrews: a people who have at the center of our existence God calling us to be bearers of the
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1 O day of  ra - diant glad - ness, O day of joy and
2 This day at the cre - a - tion, the light first had its
3 This day, God’s peo - ple meet - ing, his Ho - ly Scrip-ture
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beau - ti - ful, most bright; this day the high and
rose from depths of earth; this day our Lord vic -
Bread and Wine made near. We jour - ney on, be -
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low - ly, through a - ges joined in tune, sing,

to - rious the Spi - rit sent from heaven, and

liev - ing, re - newed with heaven - ly might, from

prais - es, O Fa - ther, Spi - rit, Son; the
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“Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly,” to the great God Tri - une.

thus this day most glo - rious a tri - ple light was given.

grace more grace re - ceiv - ing on this blest day of light

Church her voice up - rais - es to thee, blest Three in One.
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Words: Sts. 1-2, Christopher Wordsworth (1807-1835), alt.; st. 3, Charles P. Price (1920-1999); st. 4, ver. Hymnal 1982. St. 3,
Copyright © 1982, Charles P Price. St. 4, Copyright © The Church Pension Fund. Music: Es flog ein kleins Waldvigelein,
German folk song; harm. George Ratcliffe Woodward (1848-1934).
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10:00 a.m., Holy Eucharist Rite I
Please observe silence as we prepare ourselves for worship.

Prelude

There is a Balm in Gilead Spiritual
arr. Mark Hayes

Announcements/Birthday & Anniversary Blessings/Peace

The people sit.

Transition and Search Committee Prayer (read in unison)

Al mighty God, giver of every good gift, | ook gra
parish family as we look to you for guidance during our transition period and search for a new Rec-

tor. We pray that you will lead us to a faithful pastor, who will care for your people and equip us

for our ministries. Grant us perception, faithfulness and joy, so that we may hear your voice in all

our deliberations. Grant us also the desire and the ability to truly hear each other and those who

will assist us through this process; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word

Processional Hymn (Please see page 2 in bulletin) Hymnal 48
O6 Day of Radiant Gl adness

The Celebrant says
Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And bl essed be Godds kingdom, now and for

The Celebrant says the Collect for Purity

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love
you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Song of Praise (Please see page 4 in the bulletin) Hymnal S -280
Powell

Collect for the Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Together, let us pray.

Grant to us, Lord, we pray, the spirit to think and do always those things that are right, that
we, who cannot exist without you, may by you be enabled to live according to your will;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for
ever and ever.Amen.
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First Reading 2 Samuel 18:59, 15, 3133
A Reading from the Second Book of Samuel.

The king, David, ordered Joab and Abishai and 11
young man Absalom. 6 And all the people heard whe
ers concerning Absalom. So the army went out into the field against Israel; and the battle was

fought in the forest of Ephraim. The men of Israel were defeated there by the servants of David,

and the slaughter there was great on that day, twenty thousand men. The battle spread over the

face of all the country; and the forest claimed more victims that day than the sword. Absalom

happened to meet the servants of David.

Absalom was riding on his mule, and the mule went under the thick branches of a great oak.
His head caught fast in the oak, and he was left hanging between heaven and earth, while the
mule that was under him went on.

And ten young meearers,suraundedAbsalormand struck him, and killed
him.

Then the Cushite came; and the Cushite said, 06Go
has vindicated you this day, delivering you from
The king said to the Cushite, o0ls it well with t
oMay the enemies of my |l ord the king, and all wh
man. 0

The king was deeply moved, and went up to the chamber over the gate, and wept; and as he
went, he said, 00 my son Absalom, my son, my son
O Absalom, my son, my son!o

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Psalm 130
De profundis

1 Out of the depths have I called to you, O LORD;
LORD, hear my voice; *
let your ears consider well the voice of my supplication.
2 If you, LORD, were to note what is done amiss, *
O Lord, who could stand?
3 For there is forgiveness with you; *
therefore you shall be feared.
4 | wait for the LoRrD; my soul waits for him; *
in his word is my hope.



5 My soul waits for the LORD,
more than watchmen for the morning, *
more than watchmen for the morning.
6 O lIsrael, wait for the LORD, *
for with the LORD there is mercy;
7 With him there is plenteous redemption, *
and he shall redeem Israel from all their sins.

Second Reading Ephesians 4:255:2
A Reading from Paulds Letter to the Ephesians.

Putting away falsehood, let all of us speak the truth to our neighbors, for we are members of one
another. Be angry but do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, and do not make
room for the devil. Thieves must give up stealing; rather let them labor and work honestly with
their own hands, so as to have something to share with the needy. Let no evil talk come out of
your mouths, but only what is useful for building up, as there is need, so that your words may
give grace to those who hear. And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with which you were
marked with a seal for the day of redemption. Put away from you all bitterness and wrath and
anger and wrangling and slander, together with all malice, and be kind to one another, tender-
hearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ has forgiven you. Therefore be imitators of
God, as beloved children, and live in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fra-
grant offering and sacrifice to God.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

The people stand as they are able.

Sequence Hymn (please see page 7) Hymwdal 30
| Come With Joy




Unison or harmony
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Words: Brian A. Wren (b. 1936), alt. Copyright © 1971 by Hope Publishing Company Carol Stream, IL 60188. All Rights
Reserved. Used by permission. Music: Land of Rest, American folk melody; adapt. and harm. Annabel Morris Buchanan

(1889-1983).




Holy Gospel John 6:35, 4151

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, ol am the bread of |ife. Whoever com
Il ieves in me wil/l never be thirsty. o6

Then the Jews began to complain about him becaus
from heaven. 6 They were saying, O0ls not this Jes
we know? How can he now say, Ol have come down f
not complain among yourselves. No one can come to me unless drawn by the Father who sent

me; and | wil/ raise that person up on the | ast
al | be taught by God. 6 Everyone who has heard an
that anyone has seen the Father except the one who is from God; he has seen the Father. Very

truly, 1 tell you, whoever believes has eternal life. | am the bread of life. Your ancestors ate the

manna in the wilderness, and they died. This is the bread that comes down from heaven, so that

one may eat of it and not die. | am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats

of this bread will |ive forever; and the bread t
Celebrant  The Gospel of the Lord.

People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sermon The Rev. Mary P. Friel

A Faith that Binds Us Together




Nicene Creed WLP 769
The people stand as they are able. Celebrant and People together sing,



