welcome to
St. Paul’s

Good Friday

o March 29, 2024, 12:00pm
Welcome to St. Paul’s Episcopal Church.

Today’s liturgy is the second part of a complex series of rites which cover the Three
Sacred Days of our redemption. This liturgy began last night and will be concluded on
Sunday.

Today we hear the account in Holy Scripture of the Lord’s trial, suffering, and death.
The Old Testament reading is the most striking of Isaiah’s poems about the suffering
servant of God. Portions of this passage are familiar from Handel’s Messiah. Central to
this poem is that the servant’s innocent suffering brings about the redemption of all
people. We also hear an early Christian’s understanding of the atoning sacrifice of Je-
sus, our great High Priest, whose priesthood we share by means of baptism —a priest-
hood expressed in sacrificial intercession for all people whenever we join in prayer
and liturgy.

From The Rite Light: Reflections on the Sunday Readings and Seasons of the Church Year.
Copyright © 2009 by Michael W. Merriman. Church Publishing Incorporated, New York.







On this day the minister enter in silence.

All then kneel for silent prayer, after which the Celebrant stands and begins the liturgy with the Collect of the
Day.

Celebrant + Blessed be our God,
People For ever and ever. Amen.

Let us pray.

Almighty God, we pray you graciously to behold this your family, for whom our Lord Jesus Christ
was willing to be betrayed, and given into the hands of sinners, and to suffer death upon the cross;
who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah. Isaiah 52:13-53:12

See, my servant shall prosper; he shall be exalted and lifted up, and shall be very high. Just as there
were many who were astonished at him--so marred was his appearance, beyond human semblance,
and his form beyond that of mortals--so he shall startle many nations; kings shall shut their mouths
because of him; for that which had not been told them they shall see, and that which they had not
heard they shall contemplate.

Who has believed what we have heard? And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? For
he grew up before him like a young plant, and like a root out of dry ground; he had no form or maj-
esty that we should look at him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him.

He was despised and rejected by others; a man of suffering and acquainted with infirmity; and as
one from whom others hide their faces he was despised, and we held him of no account. Surely he

has borne our infirmities and carried our diseases; yet we accounted him stricken, struck down by
God, and afflicted.

But he was wounded for our transgressions, crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the punish-
ment that made us whole, and by his bruises we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we
have all turned to our own way, and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.

He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the
slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth. By a per-
version of justice he was taken away. Who could have imagined his future? For he was cut off from
the land of the living, stricken for the transgression of my people. They made his grave with the
wicked and his tomb with the rich, although he had done no violence, and there was no deceit in
his mouth. Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him with pain. When you make his life an offer-
ing for sin, he shall see his offspring, and shall prolong his days; through him the will of the LORD
shall prosper.

Out of his anguish he shall see light; he shall find satisfaction through his knowledge. The righteous
one, my servant, shall make many righteous, and he shall bear their iniquities.

Therefore I will allot him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; be-
cause he poured out himself to death, and was numbered with the transgressors; yet he bore the sin
of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.



Psalm 22

Deus, Deus meus
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My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? *

and are so far from my cry and from the words of my distress?
O my God, I cry in the daytime, but you do not answer; *

by night as well, but I find no rest.

Yet you are the Holy One, *

enthroned upon the praises of Israel.

Our forefathers put their trust in you; *

they trusted, and you delivered them.

They cried out to you and were delivered; *

they trusted in you and were not put to shame.

But as for me, I am a worm and no man, *

scorned by all and despised by the people.

All who see me laugh me to scorn; *

they curl their lips and wag their heads, saying,

"He trusted in the LORD; let him deliver him; *

let him rescue him, if he delights in him."

Yet you are he who took me out of the womb, *

and kept me safe upon my mother's breast.

I have been entrusted to you ever since I was born; *

you were my God when I was still in my mother's womb.

Be not far from me, for trouble is near, *

and there is none to help.

Many young bulls encircle me; *

strong bulls of Bashan surround me.

They open wide their jaws at me, *

like a ravening and a roaring lion.

I am poured out like water; all my bones are out of joint; *

my heart within my breast is melting wax.

My mouth is dried out like a pot-sherd; my tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth; *
and you have laid me in the dust of the grave.

Packs of dogs close me in, and gangs of evildoers circle around me; *
they pierce my hands and my feet; I can count all my bones.
They stare and gloat over me; *

they divide my garments among them; they cast lots for my clothing.
Be not far away, O LORD; *

you are my strength; hasten to help me.

Save me from the sword, *

my life from the power of the dog.

Save me from the lion's mouth, *

my wretched body from the horns of wild bulls.

I will declare your Name to my brethren; *

in the midst of the congregation I will praise you.

Praise the LORD, you that fear him; *

stand in awe of him, O offspring of Israel; all you of Jacob's line, give glory.
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A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews.

Since, then, we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God,
let us hold fast to our confession. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with

For he does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; neither does he hide his face
from them; *

but when they cry to him he hears them.

My praise is of him in the great assembly; *

I will perform my vows in the presence of those who worship him.

The poor shall eat and be satisfied, and those who seek the LORD shall praise him: *
"May your heart live for ever!"

All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD, *

and all the families of the nations shall bow before him.

For kingship belongs to the LORD; *

he rules over the nations.

To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship; *

all who go down to the dust fall before him.

My soul shall live for him; my descendants shall serve him; *

they shall be known as the LORD'S for ever.

They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn *

the saving deeds that he has done.

Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9

our weaknesses, but we have one who in every respect has been tested as we are, yet without sin.

Let us therefore approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find

grace to help in time of need.

In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to the
one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent

Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through what he suffered; and having been made per-

Reader
People

submission.
fect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him,

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The People Stand.




The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.

As soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the elders and scribes and the
whole council. They bound Jesus, led him away, and handed him over to Pilate. Pilate asked him,
‘Are you the King of the Jews?” He answered him, “You say so.” Then the chief priests accused him
of many things. Pilate asked him again, ‘Have you no answer? See how many charges they bring
against you.” But Jesus made no further reply, so that Pilate was amazed.

Now at the festival he used to release a prisoner for them, anyone for whom they asked. Now a
man called Barabbas was in prison with the rebels who had committed murder during the insur-
rection. So the crowd came and began to ask Pilate to do for them according to his custom. Then he
answered them, ‘Do you want me to release for you the King of the Jews?” For he realized that it
was out of jealousy that the chief priests had handed him over. But the chief priests stirred up the
crowd to have him release Barabbas for them instead. Pilate spoke to them again, “Then what do
you wish me to do with the man you call the King of the Jews?’” They shouted back, ‘Crucify

him!” Pilate asked them, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, ‘Crucify
him!” So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus,
he handed him over to be crucified.

Then the soldiers led him into the courtyard of the palace (that is, the governor’s headquarters);
and they called together the whole cohort. And they clothed him in a purple cloak; and after twist-
ing some thorns into a crown, they put it on him. And they began saluting him, ‘Hail, King of the
Jews!” They struck his head with a reed, spat upon him, and knelt down in homage to him. After
mocking him, they stripped him of the purple cloak and put his own clothes on him. Then they led
him out to crucify him.

They compelled a passer-by, who was coming in from the country, to carry his cross; it was Simon
of Cyrene, the father of Alexander and Rufus. Then they brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha
(which means the place of a skull). And they offered him wine mixed with myrrh; but he did not
take it. And they crucified him, and divided his clothes among them, casting lots to decide what
each should take.

It was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified him. The inscription of the charge against
him read, ‘The King of the Jews.” And with him they crucified two bandits, one on his right and
one on his left. Those who passed by derided him, shaking their heads and saying, ‘Aha! You who
would destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself, and come down from the

cross!” In the same way the chief priests, along with the scribes, were also mocking him among
themselves and saying, ‘He saved others; he cannot save himself. Let the Messiah, the King of Isra-
el, come down from the cross now, so that we may see and believe.” Those who were crucified with
him also taunted him.

When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. At three o’clock
Jesus cried out with a loud voice, ‘Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which means, “‘My God, my God,
why have you forsaken me?” When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, ‘Listen, he is calling
for Elijah.” And someone ran, filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to
drink, saying, ‘Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take him down.’

Then Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two,
from top to bottom. Now when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way

he breathed his last, he said, ‘“Truly this man was God’s Son!’
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There were also women looking on from a distance; among them were Mary Magdalene, and Mary
the mother of James the younger and of Joses, and Salome. These used to follow him and provided

for him when he was in Galilee; and there were many other women who had come up with him to

Jerusalem.

When evening had come, and since it was the day of Preparation, that is, the day before the sab-
bath, Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of the council, who was also himself waiting expect-
antly for the kingdom of God, went boldly to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then Pilate
wondered if he were already dead; and summoning the centurion, he asked him whether he had
been dead for some time. When he learned from the centurion that he was dead, he granted the
body to Joseph. Then Joseph bought a linen cloth, and taking down the body, wrapped it in the linen
cloth, and laid it in a tomb that had been hewn out of the rock. He then rolled a stone against the
door of the tomb. Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw where the body was laid.

The People Sit

The Homily Carolyn Carney, Spiritual Director
The Solemn Collects

Dear People of God: Our heavenly Father sent his Son into the world, not to condemn the world, but
that the world through him might be saved; that all who believe in him might be delivered from the
power of sin and death, and become heirs with him of everlasting life.

We pray, therefore, for people everywhere according to their needs.
The People Kneel or Stand.

The Celebrant says the Collects.

Let us pray for the holy Catholic Church of Christ throughout the world;

For its unity in witness and service

For all bishops and other ministers

and the people whom they serve

For Justin, the Archbishop of Canterbury, Michael, our Presiding Bishop, Santosh, our Bishop, and
all the people of the Episcopal Diocese of Easton.

For all Christians in this community

For those about to be baptized

That God will confirm his Church in faith, increase it in love,
and preserve it in peace.

Silence

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful people is governed
and sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer before you for all members of
your holy Church, that in their vocation and ministry they may truly and devoutly serve you;
through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

Let us pray for all nations and peoples of the earth, and for

those in authority among them;

For Joe, the President of the United States

For Wes, the Governor of Maryland.



For the Congress and the Supreme Court

For the Members and Representatives of the United Nations

For all who serve the common good

That by God'’s help they may seek justice and truth, and live in peace and concord.
Silence

Almighty God, kindle, we pray, in every heart the true love of peace, and guide with your wisdom
those who take counsel for the nations of the earth; that in tranquility your dominion may increase,
until the earth is filled with the knowledge of your love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us pray for all who suffer and are afflicted in body or in mind;
For the hungry and the homeless, the destitute and the oppressed
For the sick, the wounded, and the crippled

For those in loneliness, fear, and anguish

For those who face temptation, doubt, and despair

For the sorrowful and bereaved

For prisoners and captives, and those in mortal danger

That God in his mercy will comfort and relieve them, and

grant them the knowledge of his love, and stir up in us the

will and patience to minister to their needs.

Silence

Gracious God, the comfort of all who sorrow, the strength of all who suffer: Let the cry of those in
misery and need come to you, that they may find your mercy present with them in all their afflic-
tions; and give us, we pray, the strength to serve them for the sake of him who suffered for us, your
Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us pray for all who have not received the Gospel of Christ;

For those who have never heard the word of salvation

For those who have lost their faith

For those hardened by sin or indifference

For the contemptuous and the scornful

For those who are enemies of the cross of Christ and persecutors of his disciples
For those who in the name of Christ have persecuted others

That God will open their hearts to the truth, and lead them to faith and obedience.
Silence

Merciful God, creator of all the peoples of the earth and lover of souls: Have compassion on all who
do not know you as you are revealed in your Son Jesus Christ; let your Gospel be preached with
grace and power to those who have not heard it; turn the hearts of those who resist it; and bring
home to your fold those who have gone astray; that there may be one flock under one shepherd, Je-
sus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us commit ourselves to our God, and pray for the grace of a holy life, that, with all who have de-
parted this world and have died in the peace of Christ, and those whose faith is known to God
alone, we may be accounted worthy to enter into the fullness of the joy of our Lord, and receive the
crown of life in the day of resurrection.

Silence



O God of unchangeable power and eternal light: Look favorably on your whole Church, that won-
derful and sacred mystery; by the effectual working of your providence, carry out in tranquility the
plan of salvation; let the whole world see and know that things which were cast down are being
raised up, and things which had grown old are being made new, and that all things are being
brought to their perfection by him through whom all things were made, your Son Jesus Christ our
Lord; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

The People Stand.

Hymn (Please see page 10) Hymnal 172
Were You There

Confession BCP 360
Celebrant

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,

People and Celebrant
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
The congregation is invited to receive the reserved sacrament.

The service concludes with the following prayer. No blessing or dismissal is added.
Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, we pray you to set your passion, cross, and death between
your judgment and our souls, now and in the hour of our death. Give mercy and grace to the living;
pardon and rest to the dead; to your holy Church peace and concord; and to us sinners everlasting
life and glory; for with the Father and Holy Spirit you live and reign, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

The People depart in silence.
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Words: African-American spiritual. Music: Were you There, Afro-American spiritual; harm. Charles Winfred Douglas
(1867-1944). Harmonization Copyright © by The Church Pension Fund.
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Good Friday, the Friday before Easter, the day on which Christians annually observe the com-
memoration of the Crucifixion of Jesus Christ. From the early days of Christianity, Good Friday
was observed as a day of sorrow, penance, and fasting, a characteristic that finds expression in the

German word Karfreitag (“Sorrowful Friday”).

Following the Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark, and Luke), the mainstream of Christian tradition
has held that Jesus’ last meal with his disciples on the evening before his Crucifixion was

a Passover seder. That would place the date on which Jesus died on 15 Nisan of the Jewish calen-
dar, or on the first day (starting at sundown) of Passover. According to the Gregorian (Western)
calendar, that date would be April 7. (The Gospel According to John, in contrast, holds that Passo-
ver had not yet begun when Jesus’ final meal was held, which would place the date of Jesus’ death
on 14 Nisan.) Christians, however, do not commemorate that fixed date. Instead, they follow the
apparently flexible date of the Passover—which conforms to the Jewish lunisolar calendar rather
than the Gregorian solar calendar—by relating the Last Supper to the seder. Although that as-
sumption is problematic, the dating of both Good Friday and Easter has proceeded on that basis.
Thus, Good Friday falls between March 20, the first possible date for Passover, and April 23, with
Easter falling two days later. (See also Paschal Controversies.)

The question of whether and when to observe Jesus’ death and Resurrection triggered a major
controversy in early Christianity. Until the 4th century, Jesus’ Last Supper, his death, and his Resur-
rection were observed in one single commemoration on the evening before Faster. Since then,
those three events have been observed separately—REaster, as the commemoration of Jesus’ Res-
urrection, being considered the pivotal event.

The liturgical celebration of Good Friday has undergone various changes over the centuries. In
the Roman Catholic Church the mass is not celebrated on Good Friday, though a liturgy is per-
formed. Beginning in the Middle Ages, only the officiating priest took Holy Communion, which
was consecrated in the Maundy Thursday mass; laypeople have also communed on Good Friday
since 1955. The liturgy of Good Friday consists of the reading of the Gospel Passion narrative,
the adoration of the cross, and Communion. In the 17th century, following an earthquake in Peru,
the Three Hour Service, a prayerful meditation on Jesus’ “Seven Last Words on the Cross,” was
introduced to the Catholic liturgy by the Jesuits. It takes place between noon and 3 PM. Similar
services occur in the Eastern Orthodox tradition, where no Communion is celebrated on Good
Friday.

In the Anglican Communion, The Book of Common Prayer similarly provides for a Good Friday re-
ception of the “reserved sacrament,” the consumption of bread and wine that was consecrated
the previous day. The Three Hour Service has become common in North American churches, and
a variety of liturgical services are held on Good Friday in other Protestant churches. With the re-
vival of a liturgical emphasis in Protestantism in the second half of the 20th century, a distinct
trend of adopting Catholic ritual (no use of the organ in the service, draping of the cross, baring
of the altar, etc.) developed.

Unlike Christmas and Easter, which have acquired numerous secular traditions, Good Friday has,
because of its intense religious connotation, not led to an overlay of secular customs and practic-
es.

https:/ /www.britannica.com/topic/Good-Frida
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St, Paul’s Episcopal Church

The Rt. Rev. Santosh Marray, Bishop
The Rev. Mary Friel, Rector
The Rev. Peggy Samuels, Deacon
Stefan Scaggiari, Director of Music
Nancy Cook, Bell Choir Director
Bob North, Senior Warden
Charlie Ackermann, Jr. Warden
Diane Freestate, Treasurer
Michele Miller, Parish Administrator/Assistant Treasurer
Elsie Ozinga, Registrar
Laura Bittinger, Parish Nurse
Matt Ward, Production Manager
Chris Pupke, Lay Reader Director
Dan Rugg, Head Usher and Acolyte Director
Coleman Sellers, Sexton

The Vestry

25 Laura Bittinger
Julia Eaton
Kim Hazuda

26 Wendy Emerson
Dan McCreary
Bob Ozinga

27 Peggy Andrews
Pat Jamison
Sherri Ward

The mission of St. Paul’s Parish,

Centreville, is to be a strong and

caring community of faith, root-

ed in Christ, welcoming, serving,
and loving all.

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
301 S. Liberty Street
P.O. Box 278
Centreville, MD 21617
Office Phone: (410) 758-1553
Fax: (410) 758-2238

revmary@stpaulschurch.org

Mary’s Cell: 443-988-8968

parishoffice@stpaulschurch.org

www.stpaulschurch.org
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