
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to St. Paul’s Episcopal Church.  Tonight’s Eucharist on the eve of Good Friday be-
gins the Sacred Triduum or Three Sacred Days of our redemption. This is a celebration: a cel-
ebration of our Lord’s institution of the sacrament of his Body and Blood—but it is pervaded 
by the shadow of the Cross.  Jesus gathered with his disciples in the context of the greatest of 
all events in Israel’s redemption: the Exodus and Passover. Yet the normal joy of such an 
evening was muted by betrayal, failure of his friends to understand what he was doing, and 
his own fear of what was to come.  
 
It was a farewell dinner in which Jesus, by washing his disciples’ feet, sought to illustrate 
one final time the character of love and ministry which is central in the life to which he calls 
us:  self-giving love to the point of dying for one’s friends.  We hear the ancient instructions 
for celebrating the Passover; Paul’s account of the institution of the Eucharist; and John’s ac-
count of the moment when Jesus washed his disciples’ feet. After Holy Communion tonight, 
the liturgy will not end (it continues tomorrow, Saturday, and Sunday when it comes to its 
conclusion). In many churches, we will take the Sacrament which remains tonight and place 
it on the Altar of Repose where it will be available for Holy Communion on Good Friday. 
You are invited to keep vigil there tonight in response to our Lord’s question: “Could you 
not watch with me one hour?” 
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The Word of God 
Prelude   
Mazurka op.17, no. 4                  Frédéric Chopin 

(1810-1849) 

Liturgy of the Word 
 
Processional   (Please see page 2)                             Hymnal 329 
Now My Tongue the Mystery Telling  
 
Celebrant +Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. 
People  God’s mercy endures for ever. 
 
The Celebrant may say 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 
you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
All Standing 
Holy God, 
Holy and Mighty, 
Holy Immortal One, 
Have mercy upon us. 
  
The Collect For Maundy Thursday: 
 
Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
People And also with you.  
Celebrant Together, let us pray. 
 
Almighty Father, whose dear Son, on the night before he suffered, instituted the Sacrament of his 
Body and Blood: Mercifully grant that we may receive it thankfully in remembrance of Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who in these holy mysteries gives us a pledge of eternal life; and who now lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Old Testament                            Exodus 12:1-4, 11-14 
 
A Reading from the Book of Exodus. 
 
The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: This month shall mark for you the beginning 
of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. Tell the whole congregation of Israel that on 
the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each household. If a house-
hold is too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be 
divided in proportion to the number of people who eat of it. This is how you shall eat it: your loins 
girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the 
passover of the Lord. For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down eve-
ry firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will exe-
cute judgments: I am the Lord.  
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The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: when I see the blood, I will pass over 
you, and no plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. This day shall be a day of re-
membrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to the Lord; throughout your generations you 
shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance. 
 
Reader The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  
 
Psalm 116:1, 10-17  (Read in unison by half verse at the *) 
 
Dilexi, quoniam 
 

1 I love the LORD, because he has heard the voice of my supplication, * 
because he has inclined his ear to me whenever I called upon him. 

10 How shall I repay the LORD * 
for all the good things he has done for me? 

11 I will lift up the cup of salvation * 
and call upon the Name of the LORD. 

12 I will fulfill my vows to the LORD *  
in the presence of all his people. 

13 Precious in the sight of the LORD *  
is the death of his servants. 

14 O LORD, I am your servant; * 
I am your servant and the child of your handmaid;  
you have freed me from my bonds. 

15 I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving *  
and call upon the Name of the LORD. 

16 I will fulfill my vows to the LORD *  
in the presence of all his people, 

17 In the courts of the LORD’s house, *  
in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.  
 

The Epistle:                 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
 
A Reading from Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians. 
 
For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he 
was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my 
body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way he took the cup also, after 
supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood.  
 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” For as often as you eat this bread and drink 
the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.  
 
Reader The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  
  
The people stand as they are able. 
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Sequence Hymn  (Please see page 6 and 7)                 Hymnal 315 
Thou Who at Thy First Eucharist Didst Pray  
 
Holy Gospel                              John 13:1-17, 31b-35 
 
Celebrant:        The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John   
People:           Glory to you, Lord Christ   
 
Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this 
world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 
The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during 
supper Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come 
from God and was going to God, got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel 
around himself.  
 
Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the 
towel that was tied around him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to 
wash my feet?” Jesus answered, “You do not know now what I am doing, but later you will under-
stand.” Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you 
have no share with me.” Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my 
head!” Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is en-
tirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you.” For he knew who was to betray him; for this 
reason he said, “Not all of you are clean.” After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and 
had returned to the table, he said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you?  
You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is what I am. So if I, your Lord and 
Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have set you an ex-
ample, that you also should do as I have done to you. Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater 
than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent them. If you know these things, 
you are blessed if you do them. If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself 
and will glorify him at once. Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; 
and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ I give you a new 
commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one anoth-
er. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”  
 
Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord.  
People            Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
 
The Sermon:            The Rev. Gretchen Zimmerman 
 

Continued on page 7 
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Please return to page 5 for the Gospel 
 
 
 
Prayers of the People 
 
I ask your prayers for God's people throughout the world; for our Bishop Santosh; for this gathering; 
and for all ministers and people.  Pray for the Church. 
 
Silence 
 
I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; and for the well-being of all people.  Pray 
for justice and peace. 
 
Silence 
 
I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, and those in prison. 
Pray for those in any need or trouble. 
 
Silence 
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I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of him.  
Pray that they may find and be found by him. 
 
Silence 
I ask your prayers for the departed. Pray for those who have died. 
 
Silence 
 
Members of the congregation may add prayers or thanksgivings. 
 
Silence 
 
Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored.  Pray that we may have 
grace to glorify Christ in our own day. 
 
Silence 
 
Confession of Sin 
 
All kneel as they are able. The Deacon then says: 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 
A period of silence is observed. 
 
Celebrant and People together say: 
 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the 
sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name.   AMEN. 
 

The Holy Communion 
Offertory Anthem 
Come, Holy Ghost, Who Ever One               Robert J. Powell 

(b. 1932) 

The Great Thanksgiving  
 
Eucharistic Prayer A 
The people remain standing.  
 
The Celebrant faces them and sings or says 
The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
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Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 
 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Al-
mighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
  
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company 
of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 
Sanctus         
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
The people stand or kneel. 
 
Then the Celebrant continues 
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen 
into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus 
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to recon-
cile us to you, the God and Father of all. 
 
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect 
sacrifice for the whole world. 
 
At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it or lay a hand upon it; and at the words 
concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrat-
ed. 
 
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This 
is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
Celebrant and People 
 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
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The Celebrant continues 
 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 
Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy 
food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this 
holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, 
and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 
As now, our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
  
People and Celebrant 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen. 
  

Breaking of the Bread 
  

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 
A period of silence is kept. 
 
Then may be sung or said 
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. 
 
The Celebrant says 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and 
feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 
Communion Music 
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Post Communion Prayer          
After Communion, the Celebrant says 
 
Let us pray. 
 
Celebrant and People 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our 
Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and 
Blood.  Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve 
you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Blessing for Maundy Thursday 
 
The priest blesses the people, saying 
Let us bow down before the Lord. +Almighty God, we pray you graciously to behold this your fami-
ly, for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed, and given into the hands of sinners, 
and to suffer death upon the cross; who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Stripping of the Altar 
 Stay with Me                             WLP 826 

 
Silent Departure by Ministers and Congregation 
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St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
301 S. Liberty Street 

P.O. Box 278 
Centreville, MD 21617 

Office Phone: (410) 758-1553 
Fax: (410) 758-2238 

revmary@stpaulschurch.org 
parishoffice@stpaulschurch.org 

www.stpaulschurch.org 

The mission of St. Paul’s Parish, Centreville, is 

to be a strong and caring community of faith, 

rooted in Christ, welcoming,  

serving, and loving all. 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 

The Rt. Rev. Santosh Marray, Bishop 

Bob Ozinga, Senior Warden 

Charlie Ackermann, Jr. Warden 

Diane Freestate, Treasurer 

 Carolyn Carney, Registrar 

  

 The Vestry 
 2026 

Wendy Emerson 

Judy Webster 

Bob Ozinga  

  

2027 

Peggy Andrews 

Patricia Jamison 

Sherri Ward 

  

2028   

Debra Donnelly-Barton 

David Larrabee 

Tad Stewart 
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